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Of the people, by the people,  
 

For the People 

   

 

 

 

   

 
 

  

       

 A monthly publication by the Calhoun County Democratic Committee, July 2021 

OUR FIRST IN-PERSON MEETING IN FIFTEEN MONTHS! 
 

THE FOOD WAS DELICIOUS, THE ENTERTAINMENT WAS AMAZING AND SPENDING TIME 

WITH EACH OTHER WAS ENCOURAGING AND INVIGORATING!  WE GATHERED AROUND 

THE CALHOUN COUNTY DEMOCRATS SIGN AND ON THE PORCH OF HQ FOR THIS 

PHOTO. THE SIGN HAS BEEN A FEW MONTHS IN THE MAKING AND IT QUIETLY BUT 

PROUDLY TELLS ALL PASSERSBY THAT ‘THIS IS THE HOME OF THE CALHOUN COUNTY 

DEMOCRATS.’  IF YOU HAVEN’T VISITED THE NEW HQ – PLEASE JOIN US ON 

WEDNESDAYS FROM 10 TIL 4.  
 
 THERE ARE SEVERAL UPCOMING PROJECTS INCLUDING WRITING POSTCARDS TO 

VOTERS IN OTHER STATES TO GET VIABLE DEMOCRATS ELECTED.  DEMOCRATS ARE 

VALUABLE WHEREVER WE CAN GET THEM ELECTED.  OF COURSE, WE WILL BE WORKING 

TO GET PAM HOWARD ELECTED TO THE ALABAMA HOUSE! WE ARE ALSO WORKING 

WITH VOTE BUILDER TO DEVELOP PHONE BANKING AND CANVASSING STRATEGIES FOR 

OUR AREA.   
 
THE 2022 AND 2024 ELECTIONS MATTER MORE THAN ANY IN RECENT HISTORY.  
DEMOCRACY IS TOTTERING ON THE BRINK AND WE MUST ALL COME TOGETHER AND 

WORK LIKE OUR LIVES AND FUTURES DEPEND ON THESE UPCOMING ELECTIONS – 

BECAUSE THEY DO! 

Inside this Issue…..   
 

1    Our 1st In Person Meeting  

      in Fifteen Months       
 

2     Desperate Republicans on 
3     the Loose, Sheila Gilbert 
  
4     Democracy is in Peril,  
5      Dee Crumly  
 

6     The Difficult Conversation:  
       Race,  Vernon Presley 
  
7     What’s Happening with 
       the Howard Campaign? 
 

8    Democracy On The Line 
9    Dr. Jim Williams 
 

10  Help Swing California  
      Districts, Jim Williams 
 

11  Redistricting and Why You 
Should Care, Karen Barwick 
 

12  Leading the Way, Pam  
      Howard 
 

13   Medicaid Expansion, Jim  
        Williams 
 

14  ‘Different Steps’ ‘Good  
       Trouble, Sandra Sudduth 
 

15  ‘Power of Grass Roots  
       Pressure’, Jim Williams 
 

16   White Privilege is Real,  
17   Beverly Williams 
 

18   Remembering Darrell and  
       Bonnie Turner 
 

19   About the July Meeting!    
19   Candidate Training  
 
20  A few pictures from the  

      June Cookout       
 
 
 
 

 
 



2 

 

 
Sheila Gilbert, Chair,  

Calhoun County 

Democratic Executive 

Commitee 

 

 

 
 

Desperate Republicans on The Loose 
 

 
Q:  How do you recognize a desperate Republican? 
A:  Reckless, dangerous, often willing to do things they would otherwise never consider - such as 
willingness to throw religious beliefs and common decency out the window in order to win, or 
maintain, an elected position and/or maintain some degree of competitiveness. 
 

Q:  Is this happening now? 
A:  Definitely.  Right under our noses. 
 

Q:  Are the Alabama elected Republicans showing signs of desperation? 
A:  Yes, check their voting records; Especially… 
Mike Rogers from Calhoun County who has done so little to help the average Alabamian; Rogers 
voted against establishing an independent commission on the deadly Capitol riots on Jan. 6! 
Consider too that Congressman Barry Moore from Montgomery voted against awarding the 
Congressional Gold Medal to all police officers who responded to the Jan 6 insurrection. How 
much lower can Republicans go than to vote against this heroic effort by those who helped 
protect them!  Desperation for sure and struggling to remain on Trump’s cheerleading team.   

 
DESPERATE  REPUBLICAN  ACTIONS 

 

• “Hundreds of voter suppression bills introduced across the country, and in the Deep 
South particularly, are being passed to prevent fraud,” said Margaret Huang, Southern 
Poverty Law Center president and CEO. “It’s a dangerous and deadly lie.”  
 

• Consider Congress’ vote on this past Tuesday as they blocked the most ambitious Anti-
Voting Suppression legislation to come before them in a generation, dealing a blow to 
Democrats’ attempts to counter a wave of state-level ballot restrictions and supercharging 
a campaign to limit the legislative filibuster (NYTimes, July 2021) 
 

• Delaying Supreme Court (and other important) appointments 
 

• Attempting to oust Liz Cheney from their party for speaking the truth 
 

• Promoting the Big Lie and screaming Voting Fraud. 
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• Using every corrupt and unethical method imaginable such as no voting by mail, photo id’s 
required, no drop boxes, etc to keep potential Democratic voters from voting…especially 
minority voters.  (Am I really writing this in July 2021?).  
 

• Scores of other examples. 
 

• Just how low can they go? 
 
Why should the desperate acts of Republican’s efforts to thwart voting and promoting lies 

and schemes worry the Calhoun County Democrats? 
 
 For starters:  

More and more people are believing the total lies of the Republicans and, rather than 
use their common sense and gravitating toward (or remaining with) a political party 
which is smarter, friendlier, kinder and on solid ground, they choose to believe the 
desperate Republicans and somehow find ways to justify their immoral belief system 
with little to no thought that they are following liars, thieves and desperate politicians  -
totally desperate to maintain their elected positions. Power and money will corrupt 
those who fear their electorate on election day - and if they can’t win honestly, then 
they’ll do as the Republican party is doing and resort to cheating.  This is what it 
amounts to: blatant and outright cheating. 

    
Q:  What can we do about this disturbing trend of desperate Republicans? 
A:  Vote all of them out of office; work hard to campaign against them; support and 
encourage qualified Democratic candidates to run for office, join your local Calhoun 
County Democrats by attending the monthly meetings (3rd Thursday of each month at 
6:30/covered dish optional), offer financial support, engage in robust discussion, write 
post cards to support Democratic candidates in other states, seek out potentially strong 
Democratic candidates and encourage them to run for public office, register voters, and 
be proud of the Party Of The People! 
 
To end on a positive note:  It is both critical and necessary to bring forth to our 
CalCoDems members and other readers the horrendous acts the elected Republicans are 
doing, in the hope it will spur all of us to get more involved and help to fight this disease 
of the unethical politics we see in play.  They know better, we know better, and it is up to 
us as Democrats to vote good people to elected offices.  
 
 

Will we ever have a strong Democracy again? President Biden says we will, Alabama 

Democratic Leaders say we will & Calhoun County Democrats say we will.  Join Us. 

 

BLUE IN ‘22 
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Dee Crumly, Director, HQ  

and Compliance 

 

                       Down at the HQ…. 

 
“Democracy is in peril”, Pres. Joe Biden’s speech May 31, 2021. 
 
It is mid-July, seven months into the 2021 year. November of 2022 is sixteen 

months away. What will you do to save our Democracy? 
 

In response to that question, do you sometimes say, well what can I actually 

do?  I am sitting here in one of the reddest states in the country and a 70/30 

red county - what can I do?  What good can I do?   

I feel that way sometimes too. 

Then I remind myself that I am 

mad. I am mad that so many of 

our representatives, in state and 

national offices, are telling one 

whopping lie right after another. 

Those lies are putting our 

democracy in peril. They have led 

to sedition and insurrection 

attempts, voter suppression laws, 

and many other authoritarian 

actions. These people are willing 

to sell out our country to keep 

their positions of power and they 

simply must be removed from 

office.  Maybe it won’t happen 

today or even tomorrow, but it 

must happen as soon as possible, 

and it won’t happen unless you 

and I work tirelessly to make it 

happen. 
 

I remind myself also of other people who have worked and marched and fought against great odds for 

our freedoms and our democratic way of life.  I think of Martin Luther King and the many other civil 

rights leaders of the past.  I think of Stacy Abrams and the amazing work she is doing now.  These 

reminders give me hope and strength that you and I can make a difference too.   
 

So, search your heart and decide what you can do to help save our democracy.  Can you run for an 

office, or do you have a friend who you know would make a good candidate, but you need some help in 

talking with that person?  Call us at the HQ. 
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Can you make phone calls to voters or other democrats?  

Call us at the HQ. 

 

Can you work in your neighborhood to register voters?  

Identify people who need a photo ID?  Can you identify 

people who have other barriers to being able to get to 

the polls?  Call us at the HQ. 

 

Absentee Voting will not be as easy in 2022 as it was in 

2020.  Can you identify people who will need help with 

this process?  Call us at the HQ. 

 

There are so many things that we can do to help save 

our democracy, if we just set our mind to it.  We need to 

start doing these things now.   

 

What if, just what if, we could reduce the Calhoun 

County Republican voting majority to a 60/40 in 2022 

and then 49/51 (Democrats win) in 2024?  What if?  

Nobody thought Stacy Abrams could turn-out the vote 

for President Biden and two new Democratic Senators in 

Georgia either, but she did.  Call us at the HQ. 

 

In closing, let me leave you with some words from one 

of the all-time great fighters for voter rights and 

democracy, Congressman John Lewis. 

 

“Ordinary people with extraordinary vision can redeem the soul of America by getting in what I 

call good trouble, necessary trouble. Voting and participating in the democratic process are key. 

The vote is the most powerful nonviolent change agent you have in a democratic society. You 

must use it because it is not guaranteed. You can lose it.”  (From his last essay, June 30, 2020) 
 
 
 

Stay safe and if you are not vaccinated 

yet, get it done.  If you are vaccinated, 

convince someone else to get vaccinated.  
 

Dee Crumly, 256-239-5481 (Cell) or  

256-403-1449 (HQ) 
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Vernon Presley, Vice Chair, 

Calhoun County Democratic 

Executive Committee 

 

 

Dear friends and fellow democrats, 
 

Wow!! What an amazing time we had last month at our Democratic Headquarters.  

It was so nice to see friends that we hadn't seen in over a year and to meet and 

greet new fellow democrats - great food also was a plus. 

 

The Difficult Conversation: Race 
 

It's a subject that I call an ‘Open Secret’ – that everybody knows about - but 

nobody wants to talk about. We the people of this country, now more than ever, 

need to have a long overdue conversation about race.  It’s what I call in church "A 

come to Jesus moment." 

The explicit acts of racism are fairly 

recognizable epithets and slurs, but 

there are many more subtle 

manifestations. Because they are 

more subtle they are more 

insidious, and they are perpetrated 

by well- meaning people. Many are 

not aware that they are causing 

harm, and they are in denial about 

that. Did you know that white 

people often objectify people of 

color and black people without 

them even recognizing it?  Just not 

paying any attention to their 

signals? This makes them very 

uncomfortable - your intentions 

may be to show that you are not 

racist, but the impact of your 

behavior was or is racist. 
 

Did you know that research has shown that 75% of white people in this country has little to no contact with 

black people in their lives? (Based on a public religion research institute) It's pretty clear in most white 

people’s lives, that they live segregated lives, and many of them are not taught to feel any sense of loss about 

it. Now if we are being honest - in large part, some white people measure the value of space of their 

neighborhood or schools by the absence of black people.  
 

When we change our understanding of what racism 

is, only then can we have the antidote to the guilt 

that can bring about reparative action, 

responsibility, and we move past the idea that 

one's skin does not make him or her better. And as 

Dr. Martin Luther King said, "Not to be judged by 

the color of your skin, but by the content of your 

character." We can have a conversation which can 

make us better Americans. 

 

Now.  Let's Do Something About It. 
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Pam Howard, Candidate  

for Alabama House 

What’s happening with the 

Howard Campaign? 
 

Does it seem to you like the 2022 election is far off?  Sometimes it does to 
me too.  Then I realize half of 2021 has passed us by in the blink of an eye!  
That’s when I realize I cannot waste one minute when it comes to organizing 
and working on my campaign for House.  I was truly touched by the support 
I felt at our first in-person meeting last month.  I am committed to not 
letting anyone down.   
 

With that being said, I want to let you know what we have done since we last chatted!  My team is 
organizing, and I am very excited about it!  First let me tell you about our Campaign Staff!! 
 

• Karen Barwick – Campaign Manager 

• Adison Cook – Field Organizer 

• Andrea Taylor – Social Media Manager 

• Diana Cadwallader – Artist/Graphics Specialist 
 

Volunteers – Many offers so far…. How about you? 
 
Please follow and share our progress on: 
Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/Elect-Pam-Howard-150821518913753  
Our website – www.electpamhoward.com 
Twitter - @ElectPam_Howard 
 
If you would like to donate, find us on Act Blue at 
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/elect-pam-
howard-1 or reach out and we will find an option 
that works best for you!   

 
Thank you, my friends!  I am ready to work 

for YOU in 2022! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Elect-Pam-Howard-150821518913753
http://www.electpamhoward.com/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/elect-pam-howard-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/elect-pam-howard-1
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Democracy on the Line 

On July 7, the Lincoln Project – an organization formed by longtime-

GOP political operatives who rejected Donald Trump and Trumpism -- 

held a webinar laying out a view of where we stand as a nation and 

what that means going forward. Rick Wilson and Steve Schmidt, the 

co-founders, responded to questions posed by both a moderator and 

from participants across the nation. In summary, the discussion said 

this:  

           
The United States’ greatest contribution to the world 
has been the peaceful transition of power. Six months 
after the insurrection on January 6, Americans are 
deep into a battle to save democracy from a rising 
authoritarian movement.  The fight to save 
democracy has already begun for the 2022 elections 
and will stretch out for at least a decade. Those 
supporting the insurrection and embracing the march 
toward authoritarianism are already intensely 
engaged. The GOP has abandoned any principle but 
the pursuit and holding of power. The GOP has also 
become more radical than on January 6. The language 
of violence has become routine. Those opposing the 
triumph of authoritarianism seem to lack a sense of urgency. If democracy is to survive, apathy and complacency 
are unaffordable. It will be extremely hard to retain control of the House and Senate in 2022, simply because of 
redistricting based on population shifts. Compounding that difficulty are actions aimed at voter suppression at the 
state level. In this fight, Democrats will find themselves engaged with some people and groups with which they’d 
not previously have expected common ground. However, creating those alliances and working together will be vital 
to achieve a goal that we can’t afford to lose. If democracy fails here, authoritarianism will sweep the world.  
 

The question, then, is what to do. In reality, the answer seems fairly simple. We must act, in whatever ways we 
individually can, within our limitations. And we must do so now and persistently into the future. Very few of us will 
do great things. So that’s not anything to worry about. Most of us can do something – which, collectively, adds up 
to a lot.  
 

Examples: 
 

• Check on and encourage friends we know to be like-minded or unsure. This past year has taken a heavy toll 

on a lot of people’s energy and morale. So just making contact, by phone or other means, matters. 
 

• Write to voters/prospective voters. One, good 

way is Postcards to Voters. Postcards to Voters 

is continuously working to support Democrats 

in campaigns at various levels across the 

country. In July, for example, there were two, 

special elections in Alabama -- one for State 

Senate 14 and one for House District 73. 

https://postcardstovoters.org/
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Because many people don’t even realize there is a special election, turnout is usually extremely low. So, cards 

and calls to Democrats to turn out can easily make a critical difference. The Sierra Club and many other 

groups are also conducting letter-writing and calling campaigns to get people to register – or reregister, if 

they’ve been victims of one of the many voter-suppression purges in GOP-dominated states – or to restore 

their voting rights.  
 

• Identify prospective candidates for 2022 state and local elections. The Alabama Democratic Party is soliciting 

recommendations. As the founders of the Lincoln Project pointed out in the webinar this month, a major part 

of GOP success has been a long-term program to build a bench, beginning with electing people to minor, local 

positions from which they move up into bigger ones covering localities and state office and eventually to 

national offices. This approach has given the GOP control of more than half of state governments – including 

Alabama. We need to be recruiting and building now for the next decade and beyond. So, if you know 

someone you think would be a good candidate for a local office, point them out, and let’s get them started.  
 

• If you have the talent and patience, reach out to 

friends/neighbors/family members who don’t share your 

views. Especially in the coming year and through 2024, 

the fate of the nation may rest on the success in 

Democrats’ bringing along people who’ve considered 

themselves Independents or moderate Republicans who 

are appalled/disgusted – or at least worried – by what 

the dominant voices in the GOP have done and the 

course they’re taking the party and nation. This is where 

true bipartisanship lies, and it’s something we can’t 

afford to ignore or dismiss. Where there is common 

ground, let’s find it and work with it. In many cases, 

these people may live and vote outside Alabama, in one 

of the swing states or districts. As we saw this past 

November, many elections were decided by relatively 

few votes. We need all of those we can get, every time.  
 

• Donate. Donations don’t have to be large to make a difference. Just making a small donation – especially if 

you can make it recurring – can help a lot. CalCo Dems has utilities and other recurring expenses for our new 

headquarters. It’s also helpful to build up some funds for things like our postcard-writing campaigns and 

other efforts to help candidates. Small donations are also morale-boosting for campaigns. They show 

candidates and their staffs that somebody is paying attention and cares. Believe me! When you’re 

campaigning in an uphill race, those things matter! 

                                                                                                              Dr. Jim Williams 

                                                                                                              Community Leader 

                                                                                                              and Activist                                                                

 

 

 
 
 

 

https://www.mobilize.us/sierraclubbattleground/event/374435/?followup_modal_context=newsletter
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Help Swing Key California Districts – 
Postcards to Spanish-speaking Voters 

 Jim Williams   
 

If you’re comfortable enough with Spanish to copy our Spanish text onto a postcard, here’s an immediate 

opportunity to make an important difference.  

Almost every family with children under 18 benefits 

from the expanded child tax credit under the 

American Rescue Plan. It was a policy that almost 

every Democrat voted for and every Republican 

voted against. In California’s seven most 

competitive House districts, all three Democrats all 

voted for it, while all four Republicans voted 

against it. Voters need to know that. All of these 

districts flipped red-to-blue in 2018, but four 

flipped back in 2020. Winning all of these seats in 

2022 is vital to keeping the House blue.  

For weeks now, dedicated Activate America 

volunteers have written postcards to voters in 

these key House districts, making sure they know 

who supported the American Rescue Plan’s 

measures to cut childhood poverty in half.  

This highly successful program hasn’t reached a 

large group of probable Spanish-speaking voters in 

these districts. Postcards in the primary language of 

the recipients will be more effective. Latinos are 

still a central part of the Democratic coalition, but Trump made gains within the community in 2020. It’s important 

to take the message directly to these voters. You can help make it happen.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://click.everyaction.com/k/32177379/294951654/-1617245842?sourceid=1041199&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNRUEvMS84OTYyOSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJjYjFhYWJiZS04YmUxLWViMTEtYTdhZC01MDFhYzU3YjhmYTciLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImF2YnJoaXN0b3JpYW5AZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=C30pj17l12LUgSsrE141lzdBv38Zka2sc7oIDpxk4Rk=&emci=661207ff-0de1-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=cb1aabbe-8be1-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=5771945
https://www.activateamerica.vote/postcards?sourceid=1041199&emci=661207ff-0de1-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=cb1aabbe-8be1-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=5771945
https://click.everyaction.com/k/32177379/294951654/-1617245842?sourceid=1041199&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNRUEvMS84OTYyOSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJjYjFhYWJiZS04YmUxLWViMTEtYTdhZC01MDFhYzU3YjhmYTciLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImF2YnJoaXN0b3JpYW5AZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=C30pj17l12LUgSsrE141lzdBv38Zka2sc7oIDpxk4Rk=&emci=661207ff-0de1-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=cb1aabbe-8be1-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=5771945
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Karen Barwick, Community 

Leader and Activist 

 

 

 
 
 

Expected results for Calhoun County from the 2020 Census are that the estimated 
population for the county in 2020 is 113,369, down from 118,572 in 2010. 

Calhoun County has been represented by one state senator for some time and the 
hope is that that will remain so.  (District 12) 

The area to be concerned with is the state house.  Calhoun has had six (6) 
representatives for some time.  Three of the representatives are homed in Calhoun 
and three live outside the county.  A representative district should be approx. 43,000 
voters.  That would mean that Calhoun should be represented by three house 
representatives. (Dist. 32, 36, and 40) 

Who knows how or why this was done in 2011 BUT it can be changed! 

You might be called on to call or write some on the redistricting committee or attend a local meeting to 
express your views for more compact representation. 

The Legislative Redistricting Committee in Montgomery is made up of 22 members of the legislature.  Two of 
your representatives are on that committee--Barbara Boyd and Randy Wood. They are expecting to receive 
the new block maps, used in redistricting, by August 15, 2021. Then, they hope to have the new maps drawn 
and ready to present to the public in early October, 2021.  There should be a local meeting then and that's the 
time we all need to show up. 

 

I will keep you updated as new information is available.   Again, here are the reasons you should care: 
Ø  Because district lines define a community. 
Ø  Because a community (if the majority) can have full control to choose their representative. 
Ø  Because a community (if at least a significant minority) can demand things of its representative. 
Ø  Because a community that is split across multiple representatives may be too small to matter to any 
one representative. 
 

Written by Karen Barwick 

with contribution by 

Tabitha Isner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REDISTRICTING – WHY YOU SHOULD CARE 
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Pam Howard, Treasurer, 

Calhoun County Democrats 

 

 

            Leading the Way 
 

Many of us had hopeful, but naïve expectations after the 2020 election.  The 

rhetoric would stop, the hate would recede, and people would stop acting like 

their neighbors were their enemies.  If only….. 
 

Six months have passed in this new year and those things have not happened.  It is 

easy to become discouraged and angry, but that doesn’t resolve anything. 

 

I watch people I have known for an awfully long time and wonder at how they can 

be led to believe things that simply are not true.  And worse than that - those things can be easily disproven, but 

they refuse to look at facts and truth.   
 

So how do we help to change the conversation and the temperature in our community? 
 

First, we must acknowledge that this did not happen overnight.  Much of what has been brought to the surface 

has been brewing for a long time.  I think of the saying that a watched pot will not boil, and I think that is very 

much what happened.  People watched each other, expecting the best. Then it became permissible… almost 

fashionable… to express our darkest thoughts. The pot boiled over. 
 

Now it is time to clean up the kitchen.  And a mess that took a long time to make, will take a long time to put 

right.  We need to rewind to a good place without forgetting the painful lessons we have learned. 
 

I believe the best way to do that is to try to hold on to the good, no matter how deeply it is now buried.  The 

people who have disappointed you could only have done that if you thought well of them in the first place.  We 

must try to remember what we loved, respected and treasured about them.  All of that must have been based on 

some common ground.  It is time to stop being reactive and proactively find our way back through the mess.   
 

Keep it simple.  What do you still have in common?  Family?  Hobbies?  Careers?  Try to find just one and 

bring it back to the front of the conversation.  We must continue to be aware of what is happening around us, 

but we don’t have to make it the center of our world.  The pandemic definitely contributed to the problem, 

because so many had to stay away from the things we loved to do, and the people we loved to spend time with.  

But we are getting past that.  At least those of us with vaccines are. 

 

I challenge you all to find someone you 

regret losing touch with.  Be the bigger 

person and reach out in a small way.  I am 

not saying compromise your principles or be 

dishonest, but there must be something you 

still have in common.   Your garden, your 

grandkids, your favorite sport…. Something 

you once found joy in sharing.  Start the 

conversation.  Make the first move.  Lead 

the way. 
 

Sadly, some things will never be the same.  

But don’t give up.  Don’t let the “ugly” win.  

Cut your losses where you must but give it a 

shot.  The worst thing that can happen is you end up right back where we are now…. But maybe…. Just 

maybe….  We can start the healing we all long for. 



13 

 

 
Jim Williams, Community  

Volunteer  and Activist 

Medicaid Expansion -- Push On! 

The long struggle to expand Medicaid in Alabama may be nearing success. There is 

bipartisan support in the legislature, and Gov. Ivey seems persuadable. Moreover, 

recent changes to the federal formula to reimburse the state for Medicaid expenses 

more than offset the total expense, provide immediate funding to cover the start-up 

costs that have been used as an excuse not to expand, and provide enough excess in 

the guaranteed two years to cover at least the next couple of years. By then, the 

economic impact of additional federal funding, good jobs created, increased 

economic activity, reduced expenses in other state programs, and increased 

state/local revenue will make the expanded program fiscally sound for the long 

term.  

A key part of tipping the balance for both Gov. Ivey and legislators is public expressions of support. You can 

help by signing and encouraging others to sign on to several letters/petitions.  Click on the ‘category’ and go to 

that petition: 

 

• Business leader: This includes anyone who can sign for a business or who is an in independent 

business person. Names of people who sign on this letter will be publicly available.  

 

• Law Enforcement: This letter includes any law enforcement officials – present or former -- 

including district attorneys, judges, police officers, sheriffs, etc. Individual names will appear 

only on the letter presented to Gov. Ivey and legislators.  

 

• Veterans: Veteran here includes anyone who has ever worn the uniform, regardless of length of 

service, condition of discharge, and active/reserve status. Individual names will appear only on 

the letter presented to Gov. Ivey and legislators.  

 

• Individuals: Any person who supports Medicaid expansion is encouraged to sign this petition.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://bit.ly/ALbizletter
https://bit.ly/medex-law
https://bit.ly/medex-vets
https://www.coveralabama.org/petition
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Sandra Sudduth, the Jacksonville City Council  
chairwoman who’s held office for 30 years, has 
 announced that she will not seek reelection.   
(Trent Penny/The Anniston Star) 

 

 
 

It was just about a year ago when Jacksonville City Council 

President Sandra Sudduth announced she would not run for 

re-election after 30 years in office.  Sandra was appointed to 

Place 4 in 1990 – the seat once held by her father, Theodore 

Fox. She served as a teacher in the Anniston school system and  

was an instructor at Jacksonville State University for 15 years. 
 

When the color of Sandra’s skin prevented her from attending 

all-white Jacksonville State University, she enrolled at 

Talladega College. Sandra was in school in Talladega during 

the civil rights demonstrations and protests.  She said ‘To try 

and integrate eating places at school, just like those 

demonstrations, there are “different steps” people have to take 

to achieve change.’ 
  
In the spring of 1962, Sandra landed in jail.  She was 19 years old.  It was just months after the Freedom Riders 

were met in Anniston with firebombs and savagely beaten. Sandra didn’t shy away from her beliefs. When 

students marched and participated in sit-in’s, she eagerly participated. 
 

Sandra Sudduth was arrested and charged with “conspiracy to disrupt and interfere with private business” for 

participating in a sit-in at a Talladega drug store lunch counter, where the activists were denied service.  Sandra 

and her classmates spent a week in the Talladega City Jail, where they studied for their final exams.  

 

“That is still on my record, I still have 

the paper,” said Sandra. 
 

It’s laughable, she says, that so many 

Americans still contend systemic 

racism doesn’t exist. When asked 

what she might say to someone who 

challenged her on racism in today’s 

America, she responded, “I would say, 

‘I don't think you know what racism 

is. You are so caught up on being a 

privileged person that you have no 

idea, you have not gone through any 

of the ups and downs we have gone 

through.” 
 

Sandra says being privileged a lot of 

times blinds people to facts. “So don’t 

try to tell me what I've been through 

and the things I have encountered, 

because you have been privileged all 

this time not to have encountered 

that.” 

 

Our favorite part of Sandra’s story is that she became an instructor at the college -- that had earlier turned her 

away as a student -- because of her color. 

THERE ARE “DIFFERENT STEPS” PEOPLE HAVE TO TAKE TO ACHIEVE CHANGE. 
  SOMETIMES WE HAVE TO GET INTO “GOOD TROUBLE” 
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Image from  Lincoln Project’s Toyota Ad 

 

Power of Grassroots Pressure 

 Dr. Jim Williams   

Early July gave a dramatic example of the power of grassroots pressure to drive change. Immediately after the 
Insurrection on January 6, several major corporations announced that they would end contributions to members of 
Congress who voted against certifying the electoral college results. By July, though, this support for the principle of 
constitutional government had weakened. Corporate donations to the GOP supporters of insurrection quietly 
resumed – presuming either that no one was watching or that enough time had passed for apathy to set in. 

The poster child for this shift was Toyota. 
However, rather than no one noticing, the 
action drew a storm of response. On June 
28, the Dallas News reported that Toyota 
gave twice as much to objectors as the next 
largest donor. The total amount, about 
$56,000, was small, with individual 
donations running $1,000 to $5,000. These 
are kinds of donations used to buy ‘face 
time’ with staff members. However, 
adverse publicity quicky intensified. An op 
ed in the Washington Post called Toyota 
‘the official vehicle of Insurrectionists.’ The 
Lincoln Project, founded by former GOP 
campaign operatives who rejected Trump and Trumpism, launched a campaign building a coalition of customers, 
employees, and leaders holding Toyota accountable. The Lincoln Project’s campaign climaxed with broadcasting a 
one-minute ad that called out Toyota for its failure and threatened a boycott. The next day, Thursday, July 8, 
Toyota’s headquarters announced that it would no longer give money to the 147 GOP members of Congress who 
voted against certifying Joe Biden as the winner of the 2020 presidential election.  

Political observers noted that Toyota was not the only company 
going back on its word. Observers also noted there are many 
ways for companies to continue funding the politicians without 
direct donations. Critics of the donations also noted that it 
would be hard to keep companies ‘honest,’ because most 
consumers wouldn’t watch what companies do, day in and day 
out. However, Toyota’s quick reversal clearly showed that even 
large companies pay attention to consumer pressure. So, there 
is definitely a strong case for grassroots, consumer activism.                       

 

 

JIM WILLIAMS 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER 

AND ACTIVIST 

 
 

https://action.lincolnproject.us/donate_em070821?e=190342e95aa54b12d60d02e24f890a74&utm_source=lincolnproject&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=070821_toyota_victory&n=2
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"No matter how open-minded, socially conscious, anti-racist I think I am, I still 
have old, learned, hidden biases I need to examine. It is my responsibility to check 
myself daily for my stereotypes, prejudice and ultimately discrimination." 

 

 
Beverly Williams 

Newsletter Editor 

 

OPINIONS.  EVERYBODY’S GOT ONE.  HERE’S MINE: 
WHITE PRIVILEGE IS REAL      CONT’D FROM JUNE 

 

The years we spent on the lake and participating in the Talladega Optimist Club were special in many ways.  Living on the 
water provided beautiful sunsets, fog, spectacular storms, and critters of all kinds.  Being part of the Optimist Club 
brought new friends and experiences. Like I’d mentioned last month – Jim discovered the Optimist Club and after a 
while I joined him and took cupcakes to a meeting.  That’s when I discovered he was the ONLY man there and he was 
the ONLY white person there.  He hadn’t mentioned either of those things because “it didn’t matter.” 
 
Most of the women were educators, a couple were retired educators.  A couple worked at the Alabama Institute for the 
Deaf and Blind.  One was retired military as well being retired from the position of Warden at the Federal Correctional 
Institution in Talladega. And one was white!  I found myself working alongside some pretty heavy hitters.  
 
I also found myself being the ‘minority’ and pretty uncomfortable in that position.  The ‘Kids Speak Out’ program was my 
‘baby’ and it was two days a week for just over a month. I’d asked ‘why don’t we do that?’ and was quickly nominated to 
head the program.  The idea was that if we could get kids comfortable speaking early, then they might go on to compete 
in the Oratorical Scholarship Program.  So, there I was, an older white woman in a room at the Boys and Girls club filled 
with black pre-K and Kindergarteners.  I’d told the director that the materials I’d put together was for GIRLS from 9 to 12 
and the room was teeming with itty bitty girls and boys. Arms and legs and squeals everywhere.  I might as well throw 
out my ‘reading’ materials, lol! We ‘made do’ and I went home and put together some material for younger kids, 
expecting to see the same faces again.  The director, knowing I was disappointed – had the room filled with girls from 10 
to 13 the next day.  Some were taller than me.  There I was with my materials for kindergarten kids - a karaoke machine, 
dress up hats and shoes, dot to dot puzzles, coloring sheets, poems written by black authors that I could read them, AND 

a cooler filled with watermelon.  
 
All these young black women 
looking at me.  I know they could 
see me squirming, lol!  No turning 
back now Beverly.  I said, “I have 
a couple of blankets and we are 
going outside today.”  The girls 
helped me unload the car and 
were delighted to see the 
karaoke machine and weren’t 
terribly disappointed to see the 
‘dress up’ clothes!  I didn’t tell 
what was in the cooler until the 
session was over.  Then we 
celebrated a successful day!  I 
was exhausted, both mentally 
and physically, lol!  I’d brought 
‘Cat in the Hat’ and LOTS of hats 
anticipating little kids again.  We 
worked with what we had. And 

started to develop a trust      .   
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Had these women not ‘taken me in’ and 
treated me like family – I probably would have 
dropped out.  Looking back, I can’t imagine 
NOT having all those experiences we had 
working together and with the young people 
over the years.  We held Easter egg hunts; got 
the mayor to sign a decree designating one 
day “Youth Appreciation Day” where each 
child nominated received a decree with the 
gold seal signed by the mayor, got their pic in 
the newspaper, in addition to having a special 
recognition dinner where their friends and 
family watched them receive their decree and 
a certificate.  So many great programs. So 
many thanks and so much care – especially to 
Vera (in green), Martha (in yellow) and Phyllis 
and Janet (not shown). And ‘the girls’ in ‘Kids 
Speak Out.’ 

 

The next time a black woman walked into my life was at CalCoDem HQ across the 
street from the Court House in 2016.  In she walked, with all the confidence in 
the world and dressed like she’d just stepped out of a fashion magazine. She had 
a bag of what later became known as ‘JoeAnne’s Famous Brownies’ and asked 
‘What Can I Do to Help?’  She left the brownies and said she’d be back the next 
day.  I didn’t eat a brownie because I didn’t ‘know’ her.  Sheila and Dee ate them.  
(I’ve long since become addicted to her brownies and when she makes them - I 
drive to Weaver to get them). JoeAnne volunteers with too many organizations 
to count, and has served with the CalCoDems for 5 years! I love her.  Would I, as 
a white person, been confident in walking into a place where I was a ‘minority?’  
Never.  So many of us are afraid of what we don’t know. 
 
I was born into a poor, uneducated family with little hope or even thought of change on the horizon. My Mother was 
one of the smartest women I’d ever know – but with little ‘formal’ education – since she’d dropped out of high school to 
help support the family.  Most everybody else was poor, so I didn’t notice that part so much.  I didn’t notice that there 
were no black kids in my school. I remember going to the Court House with my Grandmother and seeing signs for the 
water fountain and the bathrooms that said ‘Colored’ and ‘White.’  I knew without being told that those signs were 
meant to keep us separate.  But why? 

 
 
I went to work at the Anniston Army Depot right 
out of high school.  That was a game changer for 
me.  I worked hard and made a fair living for 20 
years.  Would that have happened if my skin had 
been black or brown?  I didn’t give it a thought 
then – but now I know.   
 
 
To be continued….. Please join me in sharing your 

own experience. We need to start a conversation.  

Even if we don’t know exactly what to say. Good, 
Bad, Indifferent. Let’s talk about it.  We will make 

awkward missteps and work past them. 
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"Calhoun County Democrats will 

miss Darrell and Bonnie in many 

ways.  Darrell was my 

counterpart in Heflin by being 

the Chair of the Cleburne 

County Democrats. He and I 

worked together on many 

mutual activities and Darrell 

and Bonnie always went the 

extra mile. Both of them were 

one-in-a-million people with 

generous hearts and gracious 

spirits. They often visited our 

meetings and never came in the 

door empty-handed.  The 

donation basket was always a 

little heavier after it passed 

Darrell's hands and their 

generosity and love for the 

Democratic Party will live on for 

years to come."     Sheila Gilbert 

 
 
Darrell Turner passed away alongside his wife, Bonnie, on June 16, 2021. He was born on March 22, 1951, near Heflin, AL. He was a 
graduate from Cleburne County High School in 1969. From there he went to the University of South Carolina at Columbia and 
graduated after three years. Later in life, he joined Pipeliner's Union 798 where he held the positions of Helper, Journeyman Welder, 
Welding Fabricator, Welding Foreman, Welding Steward, and eventually Business Agent. During his work travels as a young welder, 
he met the love of his life, Bonnie. After retiring from 798, he took up other key positions within other organizations. He currently 
held positions of Vice-President at the Alabama AFL-CIO, Recording Secretary at the Northeast Alabama Labor Council, Vice-Chair for 
Labor at the Alabama Democratic Party, Chairman of the Cleburne County Democrats, and former President and current member of 
the Pilot Club of Heflin. He was a member of Heflin Baptist Church. Darrell alongside Bonnie were highly active within the 
community and supported various charities from everywhere. He leaves behind one son, Bradley; two brothers, Robert and Jimmy; 
and four sisters, Catherine, Macey, Lillian, and Linda. He was a silent pillar of the community and will be severely missed by all that 
knew him. Darrell was 70 years young. 
 
Bonnie Turner from Heflin, passed away alongside her husband Darrell on June 16, 2021. Bonnie was born in Beulah North Dakota 
on March 24, 1960. She was a graduate from Beulah High School in 1978. She would go on to study at National College of business in 
Rapid City, South Dakota. She was on the college basketball team and graduated with an Associate Degree. Not long after, she met a 
wild southern man by the name of Darrell. She eventually would marry him and move to Heflin, Alabama. She would take a job at 
Fort McClellan but decided to become a home giver after a son, Bradley, came along. She eventually would go on to take a job at 
Cleburne County Elementary School as an assistant in the Special Education Classroom. Once she was done at the school, she 
focused all her attention to the Pilot Club of Heflin where she eventually would become President. She would go on to achieve even 
higher positions, and eventually became the Governor for the Alabama Pilot International Chapter. She was the current secretary on 
the Executive Board for Camp Ascaa, member of the Heflin Main Street Board, member of the Ladies of 798, and Co-Chair of the 
Cleburne County Democrats. She was a member at Heflin Baptist Church and loved the cooking committee, and like Darrell was 
highly active within the community and loved to do charitable events whenever the occasion arose. She was Darrell's rock and will 
also be severely missed by all that knew her. She left behind one son, Bradley, one sister, Helen, and five brothers, Alvin, Wayne, 
David, Glen, and William. Bonnie was 61 years young. 
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Calhoun County Democrats meet the 

3rd Thursday of each month 

at HQ, 812 Noble Street 

at 6:30 pm. 

Join Us! 

Please bring a covered dish for the ‘pot luck’ dinner.  If you can’t bring a dish – please 

come anyway… and bring a friend!  We always have more than enough to eat 😊 

 

•Our speaker will be Chris Bell – Business Agent for Local 91, who will talk about the 
state of organized labor in Alabama and more. 

o Chris is a 25 year member of the United association of Plumbers and Steam 
fitters, 

o  Business agent for local 91 plumbers and steamfitters in Birmingham for 3 
1/2 years   

o Treasurer for the northeast Alabama Labor Council,  

o Board member on the East Alabama Workforce Development,    
o Former President and co-apprentice coordinator for local 498 plumbers and 

steamfitters in Gadsden, 
o Chris lives in Jackson County and has been married to his wife Kristy for 20 

years. They have a 16 year old son, and 12 and 6 year old daughters. They 
own a cafe/food truck and catering service also.  They raise beef cattle. 

 

 

 
 

CANDIDATE TRAINING – JULY 17TH AND 18TH 
 

"Ready to Run: Candidate Training, a 2-day virtual workshop happening 
July 17th and 18th. It will begin each day at 10 am.  (click this link for details) 

 
You don't want to miss this! This robust training series will cover:  
Messaging and Digital, Field Organizing, Fundraising, Filing and Compliance, and State Party / 

Candidate Expectations. 
 

I would encourage anyone who has thoughts about running for public office or knows someone 

who would like to know more about the process to register for this free training.  This training 
series will cover lots of critical areas.  It would also be great to learn more about the process 

anyway in case you decide in the future to step up and run for a public office.  
 

Do we know anyone interested in running for an office?   

 
Click on the link below to the Secretary of State site to see what offices are open in 2022.  
https://www.sos.alabama.gov/sites/default/files/voter-pdfs/election-

calendar/Alabama%20Election%20Chart%202016-2030.pdf 

https://secure.ngpvan.com/G4k264VyUEqEmmv4R3Y-GA2
https://secure.ngpvan.com/G4k264VyUEqEmmv4R3Y-GA2
https://secure.ngpvan.com/G4k264VyUEqEmmv4R3Y-GA2
https://www.sos.alabama.gov/sites/default/files/voter-pdfs/election-calendar/Alabama%20Election%20Chart%202016-2030.pdf
https://www.sos.alabama.gov/sites/default/files/voter-pdfs/election-calendar/Alabama%20Election%20Chart%202016-2030.pdf
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Sheila Welcomes the group 

 

Vernon led us in prayer 

 Jerry and Stan cooking       

 

 

 
Pati, Pam, Valeda, Jim and Karen 

 
Trudi, Sterling and Luis 

                  CalCoDem COOKOUT, June 17th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    F 

    U 

    N 

Great music by Randy Sitz! 

 
 

Carsie herded cats, lol! 

 

Ciara, Becky and Joanne 
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Lucile and Virginia 

 

Jim, Sandy and Sheila 

 

Joe and Carol 

 

LaNita 

 

Gail 

 

Mary 

 

Sylvia 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim and Tanya 

 

Jim and Danielle 

 

Brian, Adison, DeOnta, Priya 

 

Laurie and Jim Justice 

 

Fred and Bettye 
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Vernon and Beverly 

 

Jacob, Madison and Pamela 

 

Etheal and Jim 

 

Pam and Randy 

 

Eric and Sheila 

 

Vernon, JC and Fred 

 

Jerry 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT FUN! 

 

Thanks Everybody! 

 

 

RD, Ellen and Danny 

 


